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AFTER several years of slow, almost lmperceptlble progress,
callfornia's farm union organizers suddeniy are moving so fakt it h as
become difficult to keep up with them, So, tonight, let's try to &;

get upmto=date.

 JUsT three months aéom no self-respécting shopper would eveén
consider buying a california grape. The RBrapes were grown, with
only a very few excéptions, by men who refused aflamantly to grant
their workers the simple, baséd right of a union contract. Yet
today, more than ten percent of the californiargrapes on the
market are comihg‘from unionized growers ooe and the chances are

very food that there soon will be even more union grapes for sale.

BEFORE getting into the why of this suddeniy changed situation,
let;s lock at the box scorss Ik chows that nihe of the state's
majbr wine grape growers have signed unlon contracts with the
united farm workers orgénizing committee since it began its
drive under cesaf chavez nearly five years ago. 4nd 1t shows
that eight table grape growers, one melon grower and one glant

grower of Just about everything also have signed contracts.

THE mevement that led to this began in september, 1965, in the
heart of the couptry's grapebsfowing ares, in kern and tulare
guntles, later spreading to rlveraslde county and, in a ey
small w§y, to the grape ahd melon gfowing areas of imperilal

county and, outside californla, to phoenix arilzona and parts

),
of texas and otheg/%frming states,
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THE effort was waged first by two separate union groups and then

by the united farm workers organlzing comrittee, a merger of the
sepcrate organizations. Through 1ﬁ all, the dempand simply HBas been
for recognltion =~ acknowledgement by growers that the organizing
committee does indeed reprmsent their workers and ggreement by

the grdwers in turn to sit down with committee negotiators and
agree on a legal contract that would spell out guarantees on

wages, houra and working conditions.

THE farm unlon groupa mregsed thelr demands -- the same as autoc
workers, stesl workers amd the like successfully made on
employers in the 19308 ~- flrst in the form of strlkes. But

they found that strikijg a vineyard 1s not the sa%ig; striking

an auto factory. The workers are migratory, there are not Jjust a
few factory gates to plcket, and law enforcement officers in
farmbcommunities are even less coopsratdve than were the #rban

cops of the 1930s.

MOST importants the farm union organizers found that even when thay
could convincé terribly poor and beaten-down farm workers to join

from
their strikes, growers replaced them easily\mgﬁh/; gteady stream of
poor migrants from thratghout this country and canada.

S0 the farm uniéns turned to organized labor's second ma jor

Wweapon, one actually older than the strike., This 1s the boycott,
members and supporters - '
Farm unlion Iecgamtzgme —efant into action all ober this

country and im some areas abroad.




THEY urged comsumers to bypass the wimnes, llguors and canned goods
produced by gome of the largest of the grape growers, and to bypass
thé gtores that sold these products. Then the farm unlon began
pressing the stores directly. Many buckled into the pressures,
They did not want their stores picketed by peopie charging them
with belng part of the well documented exploltation of farm
worﬁers. And the large growers involved -- maJjor national
corporations -- didnft like what the union boyecott activities

were doing to their feputat&ons, if not to their sales.

FINALLY, the giant schenley corporation gave im, in early 1966,
The corporations farm holdlns's are only a tiny part of its
corporate empire, But they do includé'oneﬂof the largest vineyards
in the stfike afea. and schenley soon tired of the assdtlts on its
repﬁtation over that small part of its empire. Schenley
recognized ths union ahd negotiated a contract covering its
vineyard wbrkers%

THENleame another big_gorporation -=- d1 glorglo, another major
grower of wine grapes." After that came someé of ealifornia's
largest wineriles a;}..; Gallo, Paul Masson, Fr;nzia, Almaden,
Noviate, Christian Brothers. Once schenley and digiorgilo led the
way, it was easy for them to come along. 4and, like schenley and’
41 glorglo, they were accustomed to dealing with uniona, Their
field workers had never been unionized. But the workers in

thelr winerles, canneries and other operations had been |

granted union contracts long ago.




THE naive referred to thess developments as part of a breakthrough
that WOuIQF;ad to widespread farm unionization. But ealifornia’s
table grape growers remained fgrm, and‘they are the men who grow \
most of the country's grapes. So the Farm workers organizing
committee called a boyecott agalinst the largést of the table

grape growers, glumarra and sons of Jern and tukare counties.

But giumsrra simply began using the labels of other growers on

 the boxes which carried giumarra grapes to market,

THIS left the farm union with but little cholce. So, in the fall
of 1968, the call went oft ... Boycott all grapes. No one knows
the precise economic effects of iﬁgi boycott which has been waged
since then againat californila grapes, But»it is obvious that 1t
has had a.sreat econom1¢~effect on grape growers, as welk as a

great psychologilcal effect,

THE most eeriously hubf have been the men who groww gfapea in
the cecahella valley in riverside county, and in the arvin
region of kern county to the north. For these are Ble areas
where each season's grapes ripen first, The srapes here are
brought to maturity Riwefk quickly and rushed to market in hopes
of returning a quick profit beocauss théy arerthe first of the
year to go on sale. They must be sold rapidly, and they cannot
be held for saleé to winerles after losing their‘value as

fresh table grapes.




S0 1t's not surprising that the first table grape eroWwers to sue
for p;ace were from thase areas. Their move for peace came Just
abdut a year ago, when ten major coachella valley growers

began negotiating with the farm workers organlzing committes
through the federal government's medlation and conciliation
servicey | |

THE growers conceeded that the boycott was a?t:;s them badly, by
3n§?cﬁtting their salea ﬁ;ﬁas much as twenty percent. #£s
unexpgcted as the growers move wasg agreement by the medlatlon
service to atep ins For, although the service has helped
gettle virtually every major natlonal strilke in recent yedrs
In the wban industrial fleld, 1t does not, strictly spnghg,
have Jurlsdictbon in farm disputes, sinee farm workers and
thelr employers are not covered by the country 8 1abor laws,
And certainly there wasg every reason to believe that president
nixon, a grower oriented opponent of farm unionizatlon, would

tell hils medlatlion servif ¢ to stay out,

BUT nixon gave hls approval for the mediators to step in, and
for them to move rapidl}y. They failed, strictly speaking, since
the negotiations broke off never to resume. But the mediators
laid important groundworf which led, eventually, to the

rapld developments e

% recently dnthe




THE new developments began in April, just before the start of
the new harvest in the coachella valley. The growers who had
tried to reach agreement throdgh the mediation service last
year Just didn't want to go through another year of boycott

harrassment.

BUT how were they and the oréanizing committee to get

together and agree on a peace treaty? The answer to this came
from a committee of roman catholie bishOps which wad formed xm
grxkhkgxxaryxkking by the national conference of bishéps to

do this very thing =-- to brinégghion ahd reluctant growers

together,

THE bishops committee had been up and down the state's farming

valleys:%ﬁj'several months, talklng to more than thres doaen
coachella

grape growers, Aamong the srowers were the two majo~_+qrﬁ_ o

Walleyﬂy

granted union recogniztion to the farm workers organizing

committee.

THESE growers were the first in the table graps fleld to sign
a unlon contract, but that was only the beginning, Within
two months, nine other growers signed -- more than had signed
9n the entire 4 1/2 year history of the unilbed farm workers
organizing committee’ Aﬁwﬁgﬁ»ggﬂfiﬁiéfaiﬁég
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INCLUBED were other caachella valley grape growers and, more
inmportantly, two of the B larsest and most influential srowers

in the delano area of karn county where the organizing committee;%%g

”ﬁs drive. Thess growers once were among the most
outspoken opponents of the organizing committee, But-they‘
finally reallized, sabd one of them_in an exﬁremely significant
statement, that, quote, cegar chavez and his union are hers

to stay.

PERHAPS as important, the organiz@ng committee also won ik
some contracts outside of the state's vineyards -- including,
most espelically, a contract with a glant firm operated by a
grower named hollis roberts, Roberts operatdon is one of the
largest agriculturel empires anywhere, and certainly the
largest 1n this country to ever be uhionizedé It sprawls
across'46 ﬁhousand acres of farm land in five couﬁties, and

</
produges different crops, including more walnut/than any

single gréwer in the world.,
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THE Presstres of the boycott, it's extremely clear, finally
led to the grspe victories. 4and these, in turn, gave the
union the strength and daring to venture 1lnto other crops
such as melons, which are extremely vulnerablq to strikesy
in a way that grapes are not vulnerable. ;;;;: Grapes van
be kept on the vine for gome time, and.alsd %gééf kesp 1n
cold storage after picking, But melong must be plcked.
within three BRays of ripening and sent off quleckly to
market. @therwise they will rot. This means that aﬂ
G@i@%ﬁ%&Q strike can have a great effect. If every picker
valks out of a melon fileld Jjwst at harvest, the grower has
only three cholces: Agree to the strikers' demands, hire
re?laeements for them or let his melons roﬁs‘ Previously,

the organizing committee was not strong enough to bring

out enough workers to force <= :'growers into making such
'wa

e cholcgf but the recent rhr-~re;d successes in the vineyards

-,

gave 1t q&@h strengthd

THIS is not to say that all of the struck growers have agreed
to the organizing committee's demands. Those growing more
than 10 per cent of the imperial valley's huge melon crop

have agreed. But others have taken the aiternative of hiring
replacements for the strikefs. They arse tennaseré, whom the
grovwers are paying two dollars an howr -- more, that is,

than the strikers are demanding. So far, this transparent
Ploy has worked for most growers, but it may not work for much

longersy




THE organizing committee's recent sucdesses aixﬁ have brought
another new pressnee 1nt; play -- the presgsure of the market
place that the extrahely gconomic growers kéenly apprreciates
The committee is stfonsly pushing the sale of grapes from

the growers who have signed contracts, and growers who have
not 3isned clesrly a8 Watching-salas flowrcs for the union
grapel 5o 3%: bow well they doe No flgwres are yet avallable,
but there are strong indications thaﬂ the demand is heavy for
table grapes this year in areas 11ke new york, boston and

smaller cltles llke berkeley where overall grape sales wvere

way down in the past.

THE battle 1s far from over, however, There are thousands of
growers to be algned to union contracts, in the vineyardas and
in every other crop. 4nd strikes continue in the imperial
amd coachella valleys, and the boycott of non-union grapes

continues everywhere.

BUT even iﬁ cesar chavez and his united farm workérs'
organizing committee go no farther, the recent developments
mark them as the most succesaful of the organizers who have
tramped ealifornia’s farms for a half cent@ry and mors. They
will, however, go further == much further, Aand, meanwhile,-
I'm sure we all know which kind of‘grapes'to buy and which
nét to buys " |
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